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N E W S L E T T E R

New Holiday Offerings
 Be sure to include Hagley 
in your holiday plans this year. 
The museum’s rich history will 
blend the enchantment of the 
season with some new ideas to 
add to your holiday traditions. 
The festivities will include 
candlelight tours, Sunday 
brunches, and make-and-take 
handicraft workshops. Of 
course Eleutherian Mills, the 
du Pont ancestral home, will be 
dressed for the holidays as well.   
	O n the evenings of 
Friday, December 9; Thursday, 
December 15; and Tuesday, 
December 27; Hagley will 
offer candlelight tours of the 
Eleutherian Mills Residence. 
These will be the first 
evening tours of the du Pont 
ancestral home since last year’s 
renovations, which provided for 
enhanced lighting. The tours 
will begin at the Visitor Center 
for a ride along the Brandywine. 
En route to the residence, you’ll 
enjoy special illuminations of 
the millrace and powder yard. 
Tours are by reservation, and 
will be offered between 5:30 
and 8 p.m.  The cost for general 
admission is $12 for adults and 
$6 for children six to fourteen; 
the member rate is $8 for adults 
and $4 for ages six to fourteen.  
(No coupons or discounts will 
apply.)  Reservations are now 
accepted by the tour office; call 
(302) 658-2400, ext 259.
	A  combination of brunch 
at the Belin House and a tour 
of the residence decked out 
for the holidays will be offered 
on the Sunday mornings of 

November 27, December 4, 
11, and 18.  The menu will 
feature omelets, sausage, bacon, 
home fries, pastries, fruit, and 
beverages. The prices for the 

lunch and tour for the general 
public are: $25 adults and $12 
ages twelve and under. The 
member rates are $15 adults 
and $8 ages twelve and under.  
Prices include gratuity; Bloody 
Marys and Mimosas will be 
available for purchase. Seating 
is limited and reservations 
are suggested, beginning 
November 7. Call (302) 425-
5540 (Fleur de Lis Catering).
	O n the Saturdays of 
November 26, and December 3, 

Visitors to Hagley’s 
candlelight tours 
can see the Twelfth 
Night service in the 
dining room of the 
Eleutherian Mills 
Residence.

continued



New Holiday Offerings (continued)
10, and 17, holiday make-and-
take craft workshops will be 
offered from 12:30 to 4 p.m. 
in the Wheelwright Shop.  The 
November 26 workshop will 
feature ornaments made from 
natural materials. December 3 
will bring Victorian ornaments 
based on traditions of powder 
yard families. Greeting cards 
are on tap for December 10, 
and it’s the art of origami on 
December 17. These workshops 
are included with regular 
museum admission.
	W hether you choose to visit 
the residence by candlelight, 
after brunch, or paired with one 
of the workshops, you’ll find 
holiday decorations reflecting 
the furnishings and style that 
Louise du Pont Crowninshield 
used in her home when she 
occupied it from 1925 to 1958.  
Hagley staff is decorating the 
home with the assistance of the 

Garden Gate Garden Club of 
Wilmington and volunteers.
	T he colonial revival style—
made popular by Colonial 
Williamsburg—makes use of 
holly, pine roping with ribbons, 
poinsettias, and the liberal 
use of dried plant materials, 
mostly grown here at Hagley, 
as well as fruit for decorations.  
Four Christmas trees, wreaths, 
holiday music, decorative 
mantelpieces, as well as many 
other decorations, will fill the 
home, giving it a warm and 
inviting holiday atmosphere.  
	O ne returning favorite 
is the elaborate Twelfth 
Night display in the dining 
room, which uses Mrs. 
Crowninshield’s plum-band 
French porcelain dessert service 
(1800-1836). It is beautifully 
hand-painted with birds 
and fruit.  Another favorite 
is the elaborately decorated 

Victorian library with a tabletop 
Christmas tree surrounded 
by toys and games from the 
period.
	I n addition, there will be a 
large decorated Christmas tree 
in the parlor with decorations 
from 1920 to 1940, a tree 
decorated with dried plant 
material in the terrace room, 
and a three-foot high feather 
tree decorated in the French 
style with rosebuds in the 
morning room.
	T he holiday exhibit at the 
residence will be open from 
Friday, November 25, 2005, 
through Sunday, January 8, 
2006. This will be the last time 
to view the small changing 
exhibit in the residence, “At 
Home with Henry du Pont.” 
Daytime tours of the residence 
are included with regular 
admission and are free for 
members.
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Mrs. Robert N. Downs III 
Hagley notes with sadness the passing of Honorary Trustee 
Mrs. Robert N. Downs III.  Her quiet dedication to 
Hagley, and to many other philanthropic and conservation 
organizations, has left a lasting legacy.  She will be missed.

Museums On The Go
	Y our membership at 
Hagley offers you even more 
value this holiday season with 
the new Members on the Go 
program. In addition to the 10 
percent discount you receive 
when you shop at the Hagley 
Store, you can also save 10 
percent on your purchases 

at any of the following 
participating Brandywine Valley 
museum shops from November 
25 through December 24: 
Brandywine River Museum, 
Delaware Art Museum, 
Delaware History Museum, 
and the Winterthur Museum 
Stores. Simply present your 

Hagley membership card and 
the coupon you’ll be receiving 
in an upcoming mailing at each 
of these participating museum 
shops, and they will deduct 10 
percent off the purchase price of 
most non-sale items.
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