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Fabric Care Memorabilia Collection Comes to Hagley

In preparation for an
upcoming exhibit tentatively
titled the *“Washday Blues,”
Hagley recently received the
first phase of the Gerald A. and
Arlene L. Fingerman Fabric
Care Memorabilia Collection.
Eventually numbering in excess
of 2,400 items, this collection
illustrates the history of laundry
soap in a spectacular fashion.
Ranging in date from 1875 to
the 1970s and representing more
than 1,000 soap companies and
brands, the Fingerman donation
is highly significant.

In addition to soapboxes,
the collection contains other
materials related to fabric care
such as bleach, bluing, starch,
advertising materials, premiums,
models, and laundry equipment.
Laundry soap brands represented
include those with familiar names
such as Ivory®, 20 Mule Team®
Borax, Lux®, and Oxydol®
as well as those not as familiar
including Hippo Washing Power,
New York Washing Gas™,
Monarch Soap™, and Hoyt’s
Magic Tablets.

The Fingerman’s interest
in soaps comes from their being
in the retail dry cleaning and
laundry business in a suburb
of Minneapolis for more than
thirty-two years. They thought
customers of their coin-operated
laundry would be interested in
displays of such historic items.
And so a passion for collecting
began in earnest.

Jerry and Arlene began
collecting pressing irons in
1982, which is their primary

interest. Currently they own
nearly 1,300 irons and have
become experts in the field.
When they couldn’t find irons
at flea markets and auctions,

ABSOLUTELY PU
MANES WHITE

they began collecting soaps and
related materials to “add color”
and diversity to their display.

Their collecting focused
mostly from sources in the
United States but also as far
away as Holland, Switzerland,
Malaysia, Australia, and Japan.
Approximately 10 percent of
the material represents other
countries. The Fingermans
learned about Hagley from
fellow collectors Fred Amram
and Sandra Brick, and they felt
Hagley was the best place for
their collection.

For more information,
contact Debra Hughes, curator
of collections and exhibits, at
(302) 658-2400, ext. 308, or
e-mail dhughes@hagley.org.

Items from the
Fingerman Fabric
Care Memorabilia
Collection.
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New Member Benefit: Reduced Summer Camp Admissions

Each year Hagley’s
summer camp program is a
popular children’s activity,
and it often sells out. This

=2 year, Hagley
& "L _° members geta
discount on
tuition. Summer
camp tuition for
members with
a household
membership
or above is
$150 per child.
Nonmember

tuition is $175 per child.
Summer History Camp sessions
are offered during the weeks
of July 17 through 21, July
24 through 28, and July 31
through August 4. The history
camps are for children eight
through eleven. Summer Quest
is offered during the week of
July 10 through 14 and is for
twelve- and thirteen-year-olds.
If you are interested in
signing up your children or
grandchildren for any of our
summer camp programs,

Wine Tasting Dinner with Twilight Tour

This spring, the museum
offers a new experience of
fine dining, wine tasting, and
twilight touring that you won’t
want to miss. On Friday, May
12, the evening begins at 6 p.m.
with a guided tour of Hagley’s
Machine Shop; the first floor of
Eleutherian Mills, the du Pont
ancestral home; and the E. I.
du Pont Garden. Of course,
along with this tour you’ll also
get a ride through the
property to see its
springtime beauty at
twilight.

After feasting
on the beauty
and history of
the museum,
you’ll retreat to the
Belin House. Here,
a sommelier will guide
you through five spectacular
courses featuring unique
varieties of wines
artfully paired with
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the culinary delights of Chef
Ray Dycio.

Trained at New York’s
renowned Institute for Culinary
Education, Dycio is a former
executive chef of Wilmington’s
Positano Restaurant and is
currently executive chef of
Fleur de Lis Catering, which
regularly serves Hagley’s Belin
House Restaurant. Dycio has a
vast amount of experience with

wine tasting dinners
and plans to start
this dinner off
with an amuse-
bouche. These
tiny servings,
meant to whet
your appetite, are
complements of
the chef. The menu
also includes a shellfish
course, an entrée of lamb or
veal, a salad, dessert, and a
cheese course.
Cost is $100
per person,

contact the education office
weekdays at (302) 658-2400,
ext. 285, to request a camp
brochure and registration
form. All registrations for
summer camp are filled on

a first-come, first-served
basis. Registration began in
February and continues until
spaces are filled.

including gratuity and wines.
Reservations are accepted after
March 1. Call (302) 425-5540.
Space is limited. Departure for
this extraordinary experience is
from the Visitor Center.

The Menu
Amuse-Bouche

Shellfish Nage in a
Carrot-Coconut-Curry Broth

Loin of Spring Lamb
with Baby Vegetables
and New Potatoes,
Madeira-Black Truffle Sauce

Salad of New Spring Greens,
Shaved Fennel,
Mushrooms, and Aged Parmesan,
Lemon-Chive Vinaigrette

Dessert
Palette of Assorted Cheeses

Coffee and Tea







