


‘The study of American women has revalutionized
the practice of istory and our view of America's past.
“The development of women'shistory was inspired by

the recmergence of feminism and the advent of the new
social history inthe 19605 and 1970s. Historiansinitially
focused on women's contributions o socity and the
bstacles encountered by women. Recently women's
history has grown more complex as it has sough to
address the effectsof gender,class, and race. The
prodigious results ofthis esearch have encouraged
Historians o reconceptualize their undersanding of our
country's heritag, from domestic lif to work to poliics,
and to reformulate basic questions about our modern e,

Hagley Museum and Library’s rscarch colletions can
be used 0 examine key subjectsin American women's
history, including women's roes within the family
economy, gender and the workplace, domesticity, the
cultre of consumption, philanthropy, and pari
in political reform movements. Ina three-year eview
ofits holdings, Hagley identified materal pertaining to

‘women in one-quarter o its manuscript colections, a5
wellas considerable documentation n printed and.
pictorial materias. Hagley Archivis Lynn Catanese has
prepared a complete guide o these holdings, published.
by Greenwood Press (1997). This brochure provides
 concise survey of pertnent esearch collctons,

‘We invite the attntion of women's historians to our
collctions and to the grants vailable o asist visiting
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‘Women's diares,corres
and m,.mks in Hagley's manuscript Rambard
document aspees offemale domesticiy, specialyfor

deseribe  brod ange f e andpilaniropic
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m.mm(mv 1561) and her

was a founding rustee of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation and a vice-chaiman of ts board

mm,m Pontand her daughter Eleuthera
du Pont Bradford (1848-1906), and.
Bradford and her davghte Eleuthera
Bradford du Pon (1873-1953).

Discussion of houschold adminisiration
and employment of domestc servants
canbe found in the papers of Vicorine
du Pont Bauduy (1792-1861), Eleuthera
o Pont Smith (1806-1876), Mary Allen Eyans
(1816-1361), Margareta LamimotdPont (1807-1598),
and Isabel Caldwell Msters (d. 1841). Bauduy's
papers also document her work s supeiniendent
the Brandywine Manufactures’ Sunday Sehool
Ninetcenth-century couring ituals are
the ftters of Margartta du Pont Colennan uw,wm
Gabrielle Shubrick Crofion (1835-1894), and Elise
Simons du Pont (1849-1919):
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‘Crowninshield's papers document the worlds of
il one o th few

acceptable outes for creative expression open (0 upper
class women during the 19205 and 1930s. Addionally
erltters discuss the heyday of New York lie society
inthete 1890 ndconndesripionsof deuane

wlllm religion, ltratue, and health. mm

financial records,
ane of Al Bendo Po (1873 um, G

o ignie (TGN duly life and
cont

caerainacn, gt gl rearng,
travel, and literature,

Eleuthera Bradjord du Pont
and son Henry Belin du Pont, ca 1902

vl shopping and oriclure. Hercollege sempbook
and photographs depict the scholastic and social lfe of a
Bryn Mawr College graduate (class of 1892).
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Many of the corporate archives and personal papers
Ield by Hagley contain information on women who
worked in industry, offics, reai stores, domest
service, and agriculture, The collections clearly
document sex-segregated labor markets, and show
ow e oot geadt el otk e sperison
and female workers. These records idenify occupations
open o wom reque
applications containing informatior

ital status, Family size, and employment exper
The papers of E.L. du Pont e Nemours & Company,
E.C. Bectem & Son (rug manufacurers), Joseph
Bancrof & Sons (et and he 5.5, Whie Dl
Manufacturing Company are particularly helpul in
this regard.

Some Hagley colectons aso describe the carcers of

female entrepreneurs. Lukens St
the pivotal roe of Rebecca Lukens (the first kno

American woman to own and oper
i the firm between 1825 and 1847, Perso

including her .mlnbm)'mpm P X
supplement th corporate records. Financil ecords.
documenthe smll busineses opersed by Ann Talley,
an 18405 millner; Edith McConnel, u caterer a

from the 19205 o the 1950s in Wilmington, Delaware;
and Elzabeth Paschal, a Philadelphia shopkeeper in the
17405-1760. The correspondence of tweniieth cenury
inventors Nora Edwards and Mary Hallock Greenewal
reflects thei eforts 0 patent and sl their devices.
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=
f middle and upper
class failiesshow expenditues for houschold and

personal goods and services that reflet the local nature of
ninetcenthcentury consumption. Corporte advertising
department records from firms such as DuPont, Sun Ol
Quaker Lace, and RCA lluminate therise of adverts
and mtional marketing campaigns. Frequently these
advertisment st the seof gendered appals 0
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Trade catal promotional device used by 3
1 th exual, class, d
Vil sl el by U
[ Dol Lo B L St
Vi bl e g
o 3otk
g e T i e o S s
el o i s e
participation in the Philadelphia area during the 1 mw.u.\ female
Depression, particularly those prepared by Gladys audience. Huuwhuhl
Palmer and her colleagues in the Industrial Relations goods such as patent
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Hagley s collecions also describe women's

oo s detdo lgion,
nd poltics. The journal o Elizabeth Webb

e writings about Sarah Morri (1703-

MeShain (b. 1928) and her parents
include descriptions of lfe in 4 convent, he carcer a5

Orpiato o Nadoml Prabion Befom tacueat
men's fforts o repel the Eigheenth Amendment.
o AsccaionofMamfacimer e

into
conservative,pro-business coalition afer e ord W 1

Women's Organ.

Del. August 1932

Facing Page:
Sisters Alice du Pont
and Ethel du Pont
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