Welcome to Hagley’s Powder Yard Trail!

The trail is designed to explain the process

of how the DuPont Company made blasting
powder and gunpowder. You will also discover
the purpose of many buildings and sites
throughout the powder yards.

The process of manufacturing explosive black
powder can be broken down into three major
phases: preparation, production, and packing.
Throughout the trail you will see signs with the
icons to the right. They will help identify which
step in the process took place at each site. The

signs will also describe the process in more detail.

The DuPont Company manufactured gunpowder
and blasting powder here from 1802 until 1921
when the yards were shut down. By then the
company was making a transition from producing
explosives, for which a knowledge of chemistry
was helpful, to researching and developing
chemical products entirely. In 1957 this site was
reopened as the Hagley Museum and Library.

Enjoy your walk through Hagley’s industrial past!

Did you know?

e DuPont’s workplace motto of “Safety First”
originated in the need to keep the powder yards
as safe as possible for its workers.

o All workers were checked at the gates for

matches, alcohol, and metal in shoes, suspenders,

and belts.

» In spite of rigorous safety precautions, there were
288 explosions in the Brandywine powder mills
between 1802 and 1921, resulting in 228 deaths.

e Gunpowder was used to build canals, roads,
tunnels, quarry rock, and to clear land.

e From the 1870s on, dynamite made gunpowder
obsolete for most civil engineering work.

FLOWCHART OF THE
POWDERMAKING
PROCESS

PREPARATION

Purchasing of Saltpeter and Sulphur
Making Charcoal
Refining Ingredients
Measuring and Mixing Ingredients

PRODUCTION

Incorporating Ingredients in Roll Mills

Pressing Mixed Powder into Slabs
Breaking Up Slabs
and Sifting Powder Grains
Glazing Grains for a Smooth Finish
Drying Powder

PACKING

Pouring into Containers
Storing in a Magazine
Shipping to Customers
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